Important Bird Areas of Georgia (IBA)

Background

BirdLife International is a Partnership of non-governmental conservation organizations with a special focus on birds. The BirdLife Partnership works together on shared priorities, policies and programs of conservation action, exchanging skills, achievements and information, and so growing in ability, authority and influence. Each partner represents a unique geographic area or territory (most often a country). In addition  to partners, BirdLife has representatives and a flexible system of Working Groups (including some bird Specialist Groups shared with Wetlands International and/or  the Species Survival Commissions of the IUCN) each with specific roles and responsibilities. 

BirdLife International is present in 103 countries and territories worldwide. In the Caucasus region it is represented by following non-governmental organizations: Russian Bird Conservation Union (RBCU, a Partner Designate), Georgian Center for the Conservation of Wildlife (GCCW, an Affiliate), Turkish Society for the Conservation of Nature (DHKD, a Partner), Armenia Bird Protection Society (country program), and Azerbaijan Ornithological Society (country program). 

Important Bird Areas (IBA)

The Important Bird Areas (IBA) program of BirdLife International is a worldwide initiative aimed at identifying and properly managing network of critical sites for the conservation of the world's birds and biodiversity in general. The European IBA program is the longest running of a number of regional IBA programs and for the last decade has addressed site-oriented research and action, encompassing habitat management, integrated natural resources planning and management, public participation and community development, monitoring, education, advocacy, and national and international legal protection. 

The first IBA inventory covering whole Europe was published in 1989 (Grimmett and Jones 1989) covering 2,444 sites across 32 countries. In 2000 second pan-European IBA inventory was produced (Heath and Evans 2000) covering 3,619 sites in 51 countries. During 2000-2002 the national IBAs has been revised and some new sites added to the list.  

What are IBAs?

· critical sites for the conservation of birds and biodiversity 

· places of international importance 

· practical targets for conservation action 

· selected according to internationally recognized criteria 

· used to reinforce existing protected area networks 

· used as part of a wider approach to conservation 

Important Bird Areas are places of international significance for the conservation of birds at the global, regional or sub-regional level. They are identified using standardized, internationally agreed criteria. IBAs are a practical tool for conservation. Sites must, wherever possible, be amenable to being conserved and to being delimited from surrounding areas, and be large enough to support viable populations of the species for which they are important. 

While sites are selected using scientifically defensible, quantitative criteria, the IBA concept is pragmatic. Thus, the existing protected area network is taken fully into consideration. In many cases it will form the backbone of the network with additional sites proposed to fill in the gaps. Ideally, each site should be large enough to support self-sustaining populations of as many of the species as possible for which it was identified or, in the case of migrants, provide their requirements for the duration of their presence.

IBAs have many strengths. They are objectively defined using established criteria, which helps give the results of the process weight and credibility. This also means that IBAs effectively form a global conservation currency. The criteria are simple and robust enough that they can be applied uniformly and cost-effectively. Information about IBAs is generated by local organizations, working on the ground. This means that the site identification process can be a powerful way to build institutional capacity and set an effective conservation agenda: it is far more than a technical research exercise. For these reasons, IBAs can be a practical and effective lever for conservation.

Some bird species are, however, not amenable to conservation through a sites-based approach and require different treatment. These include species that are widely dispersed at low densities, or nomadic birds that range over large distances. For others, the sites-based approach needs to be combined with conservation measures in the wider environment. IBAs should form part of a wider, integrated approach to conservation that includes sites, species and habitat protection.

Biological rationale


Some sites are exceptionally important for maintaining the animals and plants that depend upon the habitats and ecosystems in which they occur. Vigorous protection of the most critical sites is one important approach to conservation. Many bird species may be effectively conserved by this means. Patterns of bird distribution are such that it is often possible to select sites that support many species. These sites, carefully identified on the basis of the bird numbers and species complements that they hold, are termed Important Bird Areas (IBAs). IBAs are selected such so that when taken together they form a network throughout the species biogeographic distributions. This network may be considered as a minimum essential to ensure the survival of these species across their ranges should remaining habitat elsewhere be lost. These sites may include the best examples of the species natural habitat, in terms of distinctively high numbers or densities (particularly in habitats already much degraded), or "typical examples" (particularly in habitats as yet little modified). Because all are, or may increasingly become, refuges, if any one of them is lost the consequences may be disproportionately large.

Birds have been shown to be effective indicators of biodiversity in other plant and animal groups - especially when used to define a set of sites for conservation. Thus, although the IBA network is defined by its bird fauna, its conservation would ensure the survival of a correspondingly large number of other taxa.

IBA Categories and Criteria 

The criteria used to select IBAs of global significance are as follows:

Category 1. Globally Threatened Species

Category 2. Restricted-range Species
Category 3. Biome-restricted Assemblage
Category 4. Congregations
Category 1. Globally Threatened Species 


Criterion: The site regularly holds significant numbers of a globally threatened species, or other species of global conservation concern.

A site qualifies under this category if it is known, estimated or thought to hold a population of a species categorized as Critical or Endangered.   

Population-size thresholds for those species identified as Vulnerable, Conservation Dependent, Data Deficient and Near Threatened (Collar et al. 1994) are set regionally, as appropriate, to help in site selection. 

The words 'regular' and 'significant' in the Criterion definition are to ensure that instances of vagrancy, marginal occurrence, ancient historical records etc are excluded.  Sites may be included, however, where the species' occurrence is seasonal (or at which it solely present at more extended intervals if suitable conditions prevail only episodically, e.g. temporary wetlands). 

There are additional criteria in Europe for species populations (Table 1).
Category 2. Restricted-range Species


Criterion: The site is known or thought to hold a significant component of a group of species whose breeding distributions define an Endemic Bird Area or Secondary Area.
Endemic Bird Areas (EBAs) are defined as places where two or more species of restricted range, i.e. with world distributions of less than 50,000 km2, occur together (ICBP 1992).  Also included here are species of Secondary Areas.  A Secondary Area supports one or more restricted-range species, but does not qualify as an EBA because, usually, only one species is entirely confined to it. 

For many EBAs, which hold a large number of restricted-range species, it is necessary that a network of sites be chosen, by complementarity analysis, to protect adequately all relevant species. The 'significant component' term in the Criterion is intended to avoid selecting sites solely on the presence of one or more restricted range species that are common and adaptable within the EBA and, therefore, occur at other chosen sites.  Additional sites may, however, need to be chosen for one or a few species that would otherwise be under-represented.

Category 3. Biome-restricted Assemblage


Criterion: The site is known or thought to hold a significant component of the group of species whose distributions are largely or wholly confined to one biome.
This category applies to groups of species with largely shared distributions of greater than 50,000 km2, which occur mostly or wholly within all or part of a particular biome and are, therefore, of global importance. Many of these assemblages occur in places - deserts etc. - where delimiting IBAs is particularly difficult.  A biome may be defined as a major regional ecological community characterized by distinctive life forms and principal plant species. More than one habitat type and, hence, bird community may occur within a biome; the set of sites chosen has, therefore, to reflect this.  Common sense is used to ensure that a large number of sites each holding only a few of the biome-restricted species are not chosen.  Some sites may, however, be chosen for one or a few species which would otherwise be under-represented, such as those confined to, for example, a restricted habitat type within the biome. 

Some EBAs and many biomes cross political boundaries; where so, the networks of sites has to ensure that, as far as possible, all relevant species occur in IBAs in those countries where the EBA or biome is well represented. Thus, biomes require that the networks of sites, chosen by complementarity analysis, take account of both the geographical spread of the biome and the political boundaries that cross it.

Category 4. Congregations


This category applies to those species that are vulnerable as a consequence of their congregatory behaviour at regularly used sites, either at breeding colonies or during the non-breeding season, including at foraging, roosting and migratory stop-over sites. Such stop-over sites may not hold spectacular numbers at any one time yet, nevertheless, do so over a relatively short period due to the rapid turnover of birds on passage.

Criteria:
A site may qualify on one or more of the four criteria listed below:

· Site known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, more than 1% of a biogeographic population of a congregatory waterbird species. (The term waterbird is used here in the sense that the Ramsar Convention uses waterfowl and covers the list of families as more precisely defined by Rose & Scott (1994))

· Site known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, more than 1% of the global population of a congregatory seabird or terrestrial species. Includes those families of seabird not covered by Rose & Scott (1994). 

· Site known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, more than 20,000 waterbirds or 10,000 pairs of seabirds of one or more species.
· Site known or thought to exceed thresholds set for migratory species at bottleneck sites.
This covers sites over which migrants congregate e.g. before gaining height in thermals.  Although it is the airspace that is important, conservation of the land beneath it may be necessary to protect the site from threats such as hunting and the construction of radio masts etc.

There are additional criteria in Europe for species congregations (Table 1) 

Criteria have been developed such, that by applying different numerical threshold, the international importance of a site for a species may be categorized at three distinct geographical levels:

· Global ("A" criteria)

· European ("B" criteria)

· European Union ("C" criteria)

A summary of each of 13 criteria (excluding 7 European Union "C" criterias) is giver in Table 1. 

IBAs of Georgia

The table 2 provides the species list used to identify Important Bird Areas of Georgia. Using the above criterions and information on listed species, 27 IBAs have been identified and delineated in Georgia (map 1). The brief summary of each IBA is given in the Table 3.  

Table 1. Summary of the 13 criteria used in the Caucasus to identify IBAs

	
	Category
	Criterion

	G l o b a l
	A1. Species of global conservation concern
	The site regularly holds significant numbers of a globally threatened species, or other species of global conservation concern.

	
	A2. Restricted-range species
	The site is known or thought to hold a significant component of the restricted-range species whose breeding distributions define an Endemic Bird Area (EBA) or Secondary Area (SA).

	
	A3. Biome-restricted species
	The site is known or thought to hold a significant assemblage of the species whose breeding distributions are largely or wholly confined to one biome.

	
	A4. Congregations
	(i) The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, >1% of a biogeographic population of a congregatory waterbird species.

	
	
	(ii) The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, >1% of the global population of a congregatory seabird or terrestrial species.

	
	
	(iii) The site is known or thought to hold, on a regular basis, >20,000 waterbirds or >10,000 pairs of seabird of one or more species.

	
	
	(iv) The site is known or thought to be a "bottleneck" site where at least 20,000 storks (Ciconiidae), raptors (Accipitriformes and Falconiformes) or cranes (Gruidae) regularly pass during spring or autumn migration.

	E u r o p e a n
	B1. Congregations
	(i) The site is known or thought to hold at least 1% of a flyway or other distinct population of a waterbird species.

	
	
	(ii) The site is known or thought to hold at least 1% of a distinct population of a seabird species.

	
	
	(iii) The site is known or thought to hold at least 1% of a flyway or other distinct population of other congregatory species.

	
	
	(iv) The site is a "bottleneck" site where over 5,000 storks, or over 3,000 raptors or cranes regularly pass on spring or autumn migration.

	
	B2. Species with an unfavorable conservation status in Europe
	The site is one of the "n" most important in the country for a species with an unfavourable conservation status in Europe (SPEC 2, 3) and for which the site-protection approach is thought to be appropriate.

	
	B3. Species with a favorable conservation status in Europe
	The site is one of the "n" most important in the country for a species with a favourable conservation status in Europe but concentrated in Europe (SPEC 4) and for which the site-protection approach is thought to be appropriate.


Table 2. Numerical thresholds for Species of Global Conservation Concern in Europe used for IBA identification in Georgia 

	#
	Scientific name
	Common Name
	Georgian Name
	Status
	Threshold

(pairs)

	1. 
	Oxyura leucocephala
	White-Headed Duck
	TeTrTava ixvi
	EN
	5

	2. 
	Anser erythropus
	Lesser White Fronted Goose
	mcire TeTrSubla bati
	VU
	5

	3. 
	Branta ruficollis
	Red-Breasted Goose
	wiTelgula bati
	VU
	60 ind

	4. 
	Marmaronetta angustrirostris
	Marbled teal
	marmarilosebri ixvi ????
	VU
	5

	5. 
	Pelecanus crispus
	Dalmatian Pelican
	xuWuWa varxvi
	CD
	10

	6. 
	Phalacrocorax pygmeus
	Pygmy Cormorant
	mcire Cvama
	LR/nt
	10

	7. 
	Aythya nyroca
	Ferruginous Duck
	TeTrTvala yvinTia
	LR/nt

VU
	20

	8. 
	Haliaeetus albicilla
	White-taled Eagle
	TeTrkuda fsovi
	LR/nt
	5

	9. 
	Aegypius monachus
	Cinereous Vulture
	svavi
	LR/nt
	5

	10. 
	Circus macrourus
	Pallid Harrier
	velis Zelqori
	LR/nt
	10

	11. 
	Aquila clanga
	Greater Spotted Eagle
	didi myivani arwivi
	VU
	2

	12. 
	Aquila heliaca
	Imperial Eagle
	beqobis arwivi
	VU
	2

	13. 
	Falco naumanni
	Lesser Kestrel
	mcire kirkita
	VU
	10

	14. 
	Tetrao mlokosiewiczi
	Caucasian Black Grouse
	roWo
	DD
	20

	15. 
	Crex crex
	Corncrake
	RalRa
	VU
	20

	16. 
	Tetrax tetrax
	Little Bustard
	sarsaraki
	LR/nt
	60 ind

	17. 
	Otis tarda
	Great Bustard
	savaTi
	VU
	30 ind

	18. 
	Vanellus gregarious (Chettusia gregaria);
	Sociable Lapwing
	veils pranwia
	VU
	

	19. 
	Glareola nordmanni
	Black-Winged Pratenole
	velis mercxala
	DD
	10

	20. 
	Chettusia gregaria
	Sociable Plover
	
	VU
	10

	21. 
	Gallinago media
	Great Snipe
	goWa
	LR/nt
	20

	22. 
	Acrocephalus paludicola
	Aquatic Warbler
	?????
	VU
	10


Table 3. Georgian IBAs

	Code
	International Name
	Area
	Criteria
	Bird species 

	001
	Ritsa
	
	A2, A3
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Tetraogallus Caucasus

	002
	Pskhu
	
	A2, A3
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Tetraogallus Caucasus

	003
	Gumista
	
	A2, A3
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Tetraogallus Caucasus

	004
	Kolxeti
	
	A1, A4i, A4iv, B1i, B1i, B2
	Anser erythropus, Aythya uyroca, Gallinago  media, Haliaeetus albicilla, Pelecanus crispus, Oxiura leucocephala, Crex crex, Gavia arctica, Podiceps grisegena, Plegadis falcinellus, Platalea leucorodia, Pandion haliaetus, Circus macrourus, Cygnus cygnus, Aythya marila, Melanitta fusca, Netta rufina, Glareola  pratincola, Haematopus ostralegus, 

	005
	Kintrishi
	
	A2, A3
	???

	006
	Liakhvi
	
	A2, A3
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Tetraogallus Caucasus, Carpodacusrubicilla

	007
	Eastern Caucasus (kakhetian Caucasus)
	
	A1, A2, A3, B2, B3
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Aegypius monachus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caucasicus, Phylloscopus lorenzii.

	008
	Meskheti (incl. Erusheti)
	
	A1, A2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Alectoris chukar,  Tetraogalus caspius.

	009
	Javakheti Plateau
	
	A1, A2, A3, B1
	Crex crex, Gallinago  media, Pelecanus crispus, Podiceps grisegena, Grus grus, Circus macrourus, Cygnus cygnus, Aythya marila, Melanitta fusca, Netta rufina,  Crex crex, Perdix perdix, Motacila citreola.

	010
	Algeti
	
	A1
	Aquila heliaca

	011
	Iori Region
	
	A1, A2, B2, B3
	Tetrax tetrax, Phalacrocorax pigmeus, Aegypius monachus, Anser erythropus, Aquila heliaca, Aythya uyroca, Circus macrourus, Falco naumanni, Haliaeetus albicilla, Pelecanus crispus, Gyps fulvus, Aegypius monachus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Alectoris chukar, Perdix perdix, Francolinus francolinus, Phasianus colchicus, Crex crex, Tetrax tetrax, Burhinus oedicnemus, Lanius senator, Remiz pendulinus. 

	012
	Svaneti
	
	A1, A2, B2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caucasicus, Phylloscopus lorenzii.

	013
	Upper Racha 
	
	A1, A2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caucasicus, Phylloscopus lorenzii.

	014
	Batumi (Raptor Migration)
	
	A1, A4
	Buteo buteo, Pernis apivorus, Accipiter nisus, Accipiter brevipes, Accipiter gentiles, Milvus migrans, Hieraatus pennantus, Buteo rufinus, Aquila pomarina, Aquila clanga, Aquila heliaca, Haliaeetus albicila, Falco tinnunculus, Falco naumanni, Falco subbuteo, Falco colubarius, Falco vespertinus, Falco peregrinus, Pandion haliaetus.

	015
	Adjara-Imereti Ridge 
	
	A1, A2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caspius.

	016
	Shavsheti Ridge
	
	A1, A2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caspius.

	017
	Kartsaxi Lake
	
	A1, A4, B1
	Crex crex, Gallinago  media, Pelecanus crispus, Podiceps grisegena, Grus grus, Circus macrourus, Cygnus cygnus, Aythya marila, Melanitta fusca, Netta rufina,  Crex crex, Perdix perdix, Motacila citreola.

	018
	Tabatskuri lake (suuroundings)
	
	A1, A4, B1
	Crex crex, Gallinago  media, Podiceps grisegena, Grus grus, Circus macrourus, Cygnus cygnus, Aythya marila, Melanitta fusca, Netta rufina,  Crex crex, Perdix perdix, Motacila citreola.

	019
	Trialeti Ridge 
	
	A2, B2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Perdix perdix.

	020
	Kvernaki Ridge
	
	A1, A2, B2
	Aquila heliaca, Circus macrourus, Gyps fulvus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Perdix perdix,  Crex crex, Bubo bubo.

	021
	Kazbegi (Tergi Watershed) 
	
	A1, A2, B2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Aegypius monachus, Crex crex, Gallinago  media, Gyps fulvus, Aegypius monachus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caucasicus, Phoenicurus erythrogaster, Carpodactus rubicilla, Phylloscopus lorenzii.

	022
	Khevsureti 
	
	A1, A2, B2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Aegypius monachus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caucasicus, Phoenicurus erythrogaster, Carpodactus rubicilla, Phylloscopus lorenzii.

	023
	Tusheti 
	
	A1, A2, B2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Aegypius monachus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caucasicus, Phoenicurus erythrogaster, Carpodactus rubicilla, Phylloscopus lorenzii.

	024
	Lagodekhi
	
	A1, A2, B2
	Tetrao Mlokosieviczi, Gyps fulvus, Aegypius monachus, Gypaetus barbatus, Falco peregrinus, Aquila chrisaetos, Tetraogalus caucasicus, Carpodactus rubicilla, Phylloscopus lorenzii.

	025
	Alazani Valley 
	
	A1, A4, B2
	Tetrax tetrax, Phalacrocorax pigmeus, Anser erythropus, Aquila heliaca, Aythya uyroca, Circus macrourus, Crex crex, Gallinago  media, Haliaeetus albicilla Ciconia nigra,Falco peregrinus, Phasianus colchicus, Crex crex, Tetrax tetrax,  Lanius senator, Remiz pendulinus.

	026
	Lower Kura Valley 
	
	A1, A4 
	Tetrax tetrax, Phalacrocorax pigmeus, Anser erythropus, Aquila heliaca, Aythya uyroca, Circus macrourus, Crex crex, Gallinago  media, Haliaeetus albicilla, Ciconia nigra, Ardea purpurea, Falco peregrinus, Phasianus colchicus, Crex crex, Tetrax tetrax,  Lanius senator, Remiz pendulinus.

	027
	Jandari Lake
	
	A1, A4
	Phalacrocorax pigmeus, Anser erythropus, Gallinago  media,Podiceps grisegena,  Pandion haliaetus, Circus macrourus, Cygnus cygnus, Melanitta fusca, Netta rufina, Crex crex,  Haematopus ostralegus,
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